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President’s new house more hospitable

Jeremey Vreeken
Staff Writer

Dordt students have
many places on campus
to get together, share
meals and hang out. The
newest one on the list:
the president’s house.
Early last fall, renovation began on both the
president’s house and
the alumni house, which
are located across the
road behind the classroom building. Dordt has
owned the two houses for
nearly 15 years, but neither had been renovated
until last fall.
When former President Carl Zylstra retired
and the search committee began looking for a
new president, hospitality was very much on
their minds. Dordt needed a facility that could
accommodate new presidents for years to come,
as well as campus guests
and visitors.
When President Erik
Hoekstra was chosen,
the college decided that
it was time for the houses to be remodeled.

“The
[president’s]
house wasn’t remodeled around the Hoekstra family,” President
Erik Hoekstra said. “It
was built with all future
presidents and their families in mind.”
Since
neither
the
alumni house nor the
president’s house had
been renovated in the
last 15 years, they needed to be improved in order to better serve the
campus. Now, the alumni
house has five individual
bedrooms with attached
bathrooms, a large common room and a shared
kitchen. The new facility
houses campus speakers
and special guests and is
also available for rent.
One of the biggest
changes to the president’s house was the
addition of a large banquet room. The room is
equipped with a serving
kitchen and all the necessary equipment for catering events. Catering
is provided by Creative
Dining Services, who
also run the Commons
and Defender Grille. The

Workstudy wage
raised 25 cents
Lauren Bird
Staff Writer
This fall, the pay rate for
workstudy students at Dordt
College was raised from
$7.25 to $7.50 an hour. A
group of main administrative
staff, including the provost,
vice president of enrollment,
and vice president of student
services at Dordt, received a
recommendation to raise the
rate, and they felt this was
necessary. Arlan Nederhoff,
vice president of business affairs, was part of the process.
“The rate has been minimum wage for a long time,”
said Nederhoff, “There has
been discussion on the national level to raise minimum wage, and so we want
to start making steps now.”
Making steps now will ensure that there isn’t as drastic a change in the rate if it
goes up more in the future,

Nederhoff said.
There has already been
talk of raising the minimum
wage to $10 an hour in California, so the panel at Dordt
wants to be on their toes,
preparing for any future
changes to the current rate.
Dordt’s workstudy rate
is somewhat low compared
to some other colleges. For
example, Penn State has a
rate of $8.50 an hour and
Texas Southern University
pays anywhere between $8
and $10 to their work-study
students. Other colleges give
awards at the beginning of
the year to students who apply to workstudy programs.
However, Nederhoff believes that Dordt’s program
has more to offer, which
makes up for the slightly
lower rate.
“We also look at the convenience of working on
campus,” said Nederhoff.
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AGILE project kick-off
Lauren Kleyer
Staff Writer
“She took her baby out
into the woods, and she just
left it,” said Arlene Schuiteman, 35-year mission veteran.
A pin drop could have
been heard at that moment
in the BJ Haan Auditorium
on Wednesday, Sept. 10;
the beginning of the AGILE
project (Approaching Global
issues through Interdisciplinary Learning Experiences).
This year, Dordt College
will be involved in another
campus-wide interdisciplinary project which will look
at the infant mortality rate
around the world.
The panel for the discussion was made up of Mark
Volkers, digital media professor; Deborah Tyokighir, a
junior biology major; Chris
Bylsma, a senior agriculture
missions major; Gail Dirksen, a recent Dordt grad who
is now working as a teacher;
and Arlene Schuiteman. The
panel was chosen based on
their first-hand experiences
with child mortality.
“I was very encouraged
by the panel discussion. I
thought the panelists were

‘real’ with the students,
which is what I had hoped
for,” said Nathan Tintle, lead
implementer of the project.
“I am really excited to
see students learn something
that will not only benefit
themselves but many others
too. I hope that this project
will actually be put into action and lives will be saved
from any efforts that we do,”
said Bylsma.
Dordt faculty has high
hopes for the project, as well.
“I hope to see students
excited about global opportunities for engagement and
transformation. I hope it
isn’t just a project but a conviction and maybe even for
some, a passion,” said Aaron
Baart, dean of chapel and
one of the many faculty involved in this year’s project.
“Personally, I think this
year’s project seems more
interesting than the water
project last year...I thought
having the panel discussion
to kick off the event was a
good way to get acquainted
with the topic,” said Lindsey
Floen, a senior business admin: market/finance major
¬and participant in the project.
Students will get the opportunity to break into small-
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Panel discusses child mortality around the world
er groups and try to solve
this global issue. According
to Tintle, there will be about
300 students involved in the
project this year.
“I love the idea of a community-wide, interdisciplinary project. Especially as a
senior, I feel like I only ever
work with people in my major,” said Gina Van Lingen, a
senior elementary education
major and participant in the
project.
This year, the project
will also be connected to the
AMOR mission trips over
Christmas break. Students

will have the opportunity to
travel to the very places that
they discuss in their small
groups, which will help them
to see the difference they’re
making from a first-hand
perspective.
“The main goals of the
AGILE project are to help
students appreciate the role
we all play in complex global issues, as a personal and
corporate Christian calling
that can be lived out in a variety of ways….we wish for
students to transcend course
and disciplinary boundaries
to view the issues our world

Photo by Anna Visser
faces as needing interdisciplinary responses,” said
Tintle.
“I think it’s really neat
that as a campus wide initiative we’re focusing on a topic of such great importance.
If anybody can make a difference, its Dordt people,”
said Volkers.
The hope is that students
will keep open minds about
this project and the effect
that they can have. Schuiteman gave this advice to students: “Trust in the Lord,
because sometimes God has
other plans.”

24-hour run raises awareness and encouragement
Haley Mulder
Staff Writer
“What if you did not make
it past the age of 5 because
of a preventable disease?”
senior social work major
Lisa Smith asked. “You
would have never gone to
kindergarten, never played
sports on a team, never sang
in a choir, never graduated
from high school, never received the chance to live out
your biggest dream.”
Today our world faces
a pressing issue: 6 million
children between the ages of
0 and 5 die annually worldwide from preventable diseases.
The students and faculty
of Dordt College decided to
do something about it.
“We need to recognize
that children are created by
God and that they deserve
a life and a chance to live,”
Smith said.
In order to raise awareness for the cause, students
organized a run to take place
on campus.
Altogether, 240 people
participated to raise awareness for child mortality on
Dordt’s campus.
“I thought the turnout was

excellent,” Smith said. “The
run fostered an atmosphere
of community and encouragement. The community
feeling was achieved by all
the people running to raise
awareness.”
Those who participated
were also encouraged and
inspired.
“The run started out as
raising awareness, but I ended the run forming a passion
for children whose chance
was taken away because of a
preventable disease,” senior
Brooke Veurink said.
Participants didn’t just
run a mile or a block, but
kept running for 24 hours.
Craig Stiemsma, associate professor of health and
human performance, created
the list of student runners,
and the senior social work
majors advocated for the
event.
“I chose to raise awareness for the cause because
it is something that we, as
students, can have a major
impact in,” Smith said.
Other students participated by encouraging the runners.
“There was encouragement that lasted for 24
hours,” Smith said. “There

was constant cheering and
applauding for the runners
and it gave the event a great
vibe.”
Students
could
form
teams to run with and would
switch off every block to a
new runner to keep the cycle
going for 24 hours.
“We ran Wednesday night
with 12 planned runners and
were able to finish having
at least 30 people that had
joined in just throughout our
hour,” Veurink said. “Our
run went very well and gave
us an opportunity to run for
a purpose and advocate for

a problem that needs a solution.”
“I was surprised with the
number of students that just
showed up to run without
even signing up,” said senior
social work major Elizabeth
Slagter. “It was a fun experience and I think it definitely
made people more aware
about the 6 million children
that die each year before the
age of 5.”
Thursday at 10:00 p.m.,
they concluded the awareness run with a dedicated
praise and worship event in
the DeYager Center.

Students participate in 24-hour awareness run

“I hope that this can be
done again in the near future to bring Dordt’s community together on a global
issue,” Veurink said. “I hope
we can keep the same excitement and high involvement throughout the rest of
the events and fundraisers
throughout the whole semester.”
“When you support these
kids through prayer, raising awareness, and financial support you give them
a chance,” Smith said. “Every little thing matters; you
make a difference.”

Photo by Aubrey Pasker
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$12 million phase one construction on schedule
Haley Mulder
Staff Writer
The construction of the
science building is well
underway. The official
ground breaking was last
May. Arlan Nederhoff,
vice president of business
affairs, remains positive
about the progress.
“We are on schedule
with where we are supposed to be and where the
contractors said we should
be,” Nederhoff said. “We
are currently on phase one
of three.”
The $12 million Phase
One construction adds a
link joining the Ribbens
Academic Complex to
the science building and
expands the building to
provide lab space for the
engineering program.
“The new building will
also have all of the science
department’s faculty’s offices in one location, in
order to have better collaboration together as a
department,” Nederhoff
said.
For the time being,
some of the science professor’s offices have been
relocated.

“We are going to make
things work temporarily
this year with two science
faculty occupying offices
in the BJ Haan mezzanine,” said engineering
professor Ethan Brue.
“Some faculty members
have to teach in other
buildings, but overall we
can manage for a year as
we look forward to the
new space that will serve
both faculty and students.”
The new facility will
be equipped with a solar
wall, photovoltaic panels, an ice storage system,
high efficiency windows
and a variety of other
energy management and
conservation components,
along with a new greenhouse and astronomy observatory.
“We hope the building
will serve as an example
of the ways in which a
building can be designed
with an eye toward good
stewardship of energy resources,” Brue said.
Brue also said that the
building will have better facilities for students
to work on class projects, and for other science

A Drinking Party?
Reuben Van Gaalen
Officer of the Press for
Student Symposium

The origin of the word
“symposium” comes from
ancient Greek, meaning: a
drinking party which followed the evening meal,
was attended only by men
and typically featured entertainment by hired musicians
or performers.
While we do like to party
in our own way, Dordt College’s Student Symposium
is not limited to men and
does not get together to
drink alcoholic beverages.
However, we do meet at
7p.m., which does happen
to follow the evening meal.
One
might
wonder,
“What does Student Symposium accomplish if they
do not convene to consume
adult beverages?”
Well we at Student Symposium deal specifically in
two areas. Our ultimate goal
is to pass information from
the students to the faculty,

staff and administration,
and vice versa, in order
to promote positive communication and interaction
among all groups.
Symposium also serves
as the financial board for all
student clubs on campus,
organizing and processing
funding requests as well as
distributing funds. In other
words, we are a voice for
students to ask questions
and convey thoughts geared
toward making Dordt College a more effective institution.
Help us to be more effective by sharing your
thoughts with us! Find us in
the Terrace Room at 7p.m.
on Wednesday, email us
at Student Symposium or
look for us on Facebook and
Twitter. We look forward to
hearing your thoughts and
questions.

co-curricular
activities,
something students are
excited about.
“I’m excited to see that
there’s going to be rooms
focused more on project
based learning,” sophomore engineering major
Ian Veenstra said. “Doing
projects is a great way of
learning and I personally
can’t wait to start.”
Animal science major Cora Okkema agreed.
“I’m excited for the updated labs they are going
to have…the way the air
and temperature will be
controlled sounds pretty

neat as well.”
The interconnection of
the science building to the
classroom complex hopes
to encourage interaction
and collaboration between
all of the departments.
“We look forward to
ending our isolation from
the rest of the departments
on campus,” Brue said.
The project will take
place in three phases and
is expected to cost $20
million.
“Any building is a
waste of materials, time,
and money if it does not

Science building construction is well underway

enable the people in it to
become the servants of the
Lord that we were created
to be,” Brue said.
The building is set to be
finished August of 2014,
just in time to welcome
students back for the upcoming year.
“I hope it provides the
space for us to learn from
each other and serve each
other,” Brue said. “Building a living community that can go out from
Dordt to serve and love
his world.”

Photo by Andrew Deelstra

Dordt calls fire department
numerous times each year
Rachel Mulder
Staff Writer

The Sioux Center Fire Department has already made
two visits to Dordt’s campus
this school year.
“The second the alarms go
off, dispatch is automatically
notified. They’ll notify first
the fire department, and then
dispatch will call whoever
the Dordt professional staff
member is that is on call,” said
Robert Taylor, dean for campus life.
Dordt doesn’t choose which
department comes to campus
in an emergency unless a professional staff member makes
a call themselves.
When there’s a situation on
campus it’s not just the Sioux
Center Fire Department that
comes, but also the department
from Hull. In total, approximately seventy people come to
campus when called, so Dordt
makes sure to call it off if it is
not an emergency situation.
“Anytime there’s an emergency, we have an automatic system that lets dispatch
know and they choose which
emergency personnel should
come,” said Taylor.
When dispatch is alerted,

Photo by Kathryn Van Groningen
they also notify the on-call
maintenance person as well as
Dordt Security.
Sometimes the alarms in
on-campus apartments are
triggered by things that don’t
require emergency personnel
to respond and in a situation
like that Dordt pro-staff will
call it off.
Dordt doesn’t pay anything
per call because it’s a service
of the community and it’s paid

through taxes, but according
to the Sioux Center website,
members of the Sioux Center
Fire Department are 100%
volunteer.
The Sioux Center Fire Department has two fire stations,
seven trucks, and over forty
volunteers and they respond
to approximately 80-100 calls
from the community per year.
“Remember to thank the
firemen,” said Taylor.
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Should professors pray before class?
Lee Ver Burg
Staff Writer
Some will say the answer
to this question is obvious.
In the words of one of my
roommates, “Of course they
should, this is Dordt College.”
Adam Vander Stoep, a
junior here at Dordt and an
aspiring lawyer, said this
in response to my question:
“Absolutely!” When asked
for an explanation, he said
the answer was as simple as
that.
Anderson Clare, a senior
at Dordt, had a lot to say
about this topic, which has
apparently been coming up
in his CORE 399 class.
“This is a class on discipleship, and we spend
time on how we should not
be praying. That is puzzling
to me,” he said. “Dordt is
training people to go into
the work force. They should
help teach us how to pray
too.”
Other students took the
opposite viewpoint. Bryan
Wallman, a sophomore ac-

counting major, said, “I
don’t think anyone should
be required to do anything.”
Dustin Douma, a junior at Dordt, responded in
much the same way: “I don’t
think mandatory prayer before class is really going to
change anything.”
Connor Leppink seems to
be caught in the middle of
the argument, both seeing
the good in praying before
class, and not wanting to
mandate it on professors.
“Within the Christian environment, I think it’s a good
idea to pray before class,”
Leppink said.
Despite this mixed report from the student body,
the professors interviewed
unanimously came up with
the same answer: no.
Chemistry professor Carl
Fictorie asked, “If prayer
is habitual, does that make
professors feel like that’s
their stamp on class?”
Fictorie elaborated, saying that habitual prayer before class can sometimes
make professors feel content
with just that, failing to in-

corporate Christian beliefs
in more aspects of the classroom. But all in all, he said
he has “no objection to praying in class.”
Without knowing it, history professor Paul Fessler
agreed with Fictorie, but
with more conviction. He
“That’s not what Dordt is
all about. Prayer shouldn’t
be what we look at to decide if we have a Christian
class,” Fessler said.
Like Fictorie, Fessler
had no objection to prayer
in class, but he emphasized
that it needed to be done for
the right reasons.
Economics professor Jan
Van Vliet had similar ideas
to convey.
“Christian education is
more than praying in class,”
Van Vliet said.

- My Take On It The student’s comments
were not surprising. There
is a vast array of students
on this campus from all dif-

ferent backgrounds, so their
varied opinion is expected.
On top of that, it’s hard getting a thoughtful (bold?)
answer from a student, especially when I tell them that
they may be quoted in the
paper.
That being said, it was
surprising hearing from professors that they do not believe in mandatory prayer
before/during class. Now of
course, there may be some
professors who are all over
this idea (although I didn’t
find any). But the overall
consensus seems to lean
away from mandatory prayer
at beginning of class.
At first, this surprised me.
Prayer is a big part of our
reformed worldview, something many of us were taught
at a very young age. We do
it before meals, in church
(like 5 different times) and
during personal devotions
etc. So why shouldn’t we all
do it before class?
But at the same time,
the explanation I got from
the professors made sense.
Christianity is more than

just prayer: it’s discipleship and servitude and many
more things. Overemphasizing one element of Christianity relative to the others
almost seems unnatural.
And on top of that, requiring anybody to do anything
has its negative connotations. In theory, professors
would begin performing
their prayer before class
strictly out of habit and
nothing else.
Prayer is a great thing and
I advocate it. It is a great
idea for professors to pray
before class, yet it is not a
necessary one.
What do you think Dordt
College?
Editors
Note:
the
opinion(s) expressed in this
article are strictly limited
to those who said it, and do
not represent the opinions of
this publication.

Students Without Borders goes global
Narayan Núñez Blandón
Staff Writer
(Cultural engagement) is
not just international engagement; we have culture engaging that goes on when we walk
into Fareway or Wal-Mart: in
our own community.”
-Dr. Curtis Taylor, the dean
for global education
Students Without Borders (SWB) started off the
year with their first of many
Cultural Engagement Series
speeches Thursday, Sept. 19
in the Kuyper Loft.
Juan Pablo Benitez, a sophomore from Paraguay and RA
in East Hall, gave a presentation entitled “Breaking the
Boundaries of Exceptionalism” with more than forty
students, both Americans and
internationals. Benitez shared
insight about cultural identity
and his experiences as an international student at Dordt.
“The purpose of the Cultural Engagement Series is to
create a space for dialogue of
social, political and economic
issues among students,” said
Benitez. “Cultural Engagement is a way of establishing
connection among people, re-

alizing that we are all equal,
but also realizing that we
have so much stuff to learn
from everybody and from every culture.”

In his talk, he mentioned
existing social issues such
as the feelings of rejection,
the notion of hierarchy, the
American
exceptionalism,
the lack of communication
among peers and inequality.
Junior Lauren Opp liked
how this type of activity allows students to know the
different thoughts and issues
that exist not only outside
the United States, but within
Dordt, and the community.
“I think it’s a really good
thing to do because I do feel
there is a divide in the sense
between international and national all the time,” Opp said.
“Realizing that [international
students] want us to ask questions is really encouraging for
me to know. I think it goes
both ways where international
students should also feel comfortable asking us question
and engaging us.”
Dean for global education
Curtis Taylor believes that
there is a different level of

Juan Pablo Benitez sharing about cultural identity

Photo by Curtis Taylor

engagement in a talk when
there is a student talking faceto-face to another student in
comparison to when there is
a faculty member talking to a
student.

with global cultural engaging
opportunities through different activities including, but
not limited to, international
fashion shows, cultural fairs,
movies, and dialogues about
current issues.

“What I think was brilliant
(for the cultural engagement
series) was using students to
share experience to impact
other students,” Taylor said.
“…when you take a student
that everybody knows as a
student, as a friend and as
somebody to goof around

with and (he) says, ‘but I also
have something to impart that
is part of my experience and
my knowledge’, that impact is
much stronger”
During the last couple of
years, many students have
mistakenly thought that SWB
is a club meant for international students only. Although
this was originally the case
years ago, that is not the purpose of SWB anymore.
Currently, SWB seeks to
provide every Dordt student

Immigration, internal and
foreign political affairs, effects of mission trips and interdenominational differences
and similarities are just some
of the many topics that SWB
students are planning to talk
about in the future.
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Will you ‘tip toe’ on out of the movie
theatre? An ‘Insidious 2’ review
Megan Kaiser
Staff Writer

Personally, I am not
someone who handles films
like this well. At one point
in my life, The Mummy
was the top scary movie on
my very short horror list.
That is pathetic.
I was that goon that
would not let any limb
hang off the bed at night
or that would continue to
lay there in the dark even
though I thought my bladder was going to implode.
There was no way that I
was going to walk around
in the dark.
So one would think that
I probably never went and
saw Insidious 2, right?
Wrong.
I saw Insidious two
years ago and after that
movie I decided that I
would never dream again.
Then last week I found
myself sitting in the theatre surrounded by college
students and good company of the like, waiting for
that creepy soundtrack that
does not disappoint. Eerie
violins and that freakish
song that talks about ‘tiptoeing through the tulips’.

Make that song your morning alarm.
Go ahead, I dare you.
For those of you that
have absolutely no idea
what Insidious is even
about, there is a young boy
named Dalton, who is able
to leave his physical body
and travel with his spiritual
body into a place called
“The Further.”
In English, it’s like one
big coma dream. Josh, his
Father, goes out to save
him, and in the process
of saving him, something
follows Josh back in the
real world and, in a sense,
possesses him. The sequel
is all about Josh and his
childhood connections to
this place called “The Further” and what is spiritually possessing him.
I’m a panz. I am admitting it here and now. Pushing that aside though, I was
not that scared in all honesty. I mean, don’t get me
wrong. There are plenty of
scenes where you jump and
your heart starts to race. I
do this thing where I squint
my eyes so I can’t completely tell what is going
on, but I did that like, once

in this film.
Instead of being scared
beyond all belief, I actually
laughed in this movie. The
two-goony
Ghostbuster
dudes killed me every time
they were on screen. There
were a couple of scenes
where I let a good giggle
go, but I don’t want to ruin
those scenes for you.
Overall, I enjoyed the
movie. The beginning took
a bit too long to set up, but

Dordt theatre to perform
School for Scandal

Eric Rowe and Carolyn Van Der Aa
running lines
Rachel Mulder
Staff Writer
The Dordt theatre department has been hard at work
preparing for their production of School for Scandal,
which will begin October
10 at the TePaske Theatre

Photo by Shannon
Spargo

in Sioux Center, IA.
“(The play) raises interesting questions about
honesty, integrity, and who
we are in community with
each other,” said Teresa Ter
Haar, director of School for
Scandal and chair of the
theatre arts department.

The play is a Restoration
Comedy, set in 1777 and
written Richard Brinsley
Sheridan. According to Ter
Haar, Dordt’s Theatre Arts
department hasn’t done a
Restoration style play since
1992 and she is excited
about their modern rendition of this style.
“School for Scandal is
all about intrigue, gossip,
and hiding behind masks.
It features a high-class
society addicted to creating scandal--something it
does very well,” said senior Shannon Spargo, stage
manager for the production.
Ter Haar and Spargo
agree that rehearsals are
going very well. The cast
has run through the entire
play already and actors
have begun to memorize
their lines.
“The play is all about
witty language, so it is a
challenge for the actors to

I was able to sleep without
a problem that night. That’s
a solid win in my book. The
movie wasn’t utterly scary.
It encompassed the right
amount of horror, if that
makes any sense. It was
pretty rad how it all came
together in the end. In my
mind, the plot is fairly sturdy. Sturdy like a good shed.
If I had to give it a rating, I would give it a 3 out
of 5. Will you want to ‘tip

toe’ out during the movie?
Nah. I’d say it’s definitely
worth the 8 bucks, or whatever movie tickets even
are anymore. The bigger
question here is, is it better than Sharknado? I don’t
know man, what could top
a tornado of sharks? Maybe
someone getting railed in
the head with a teapot…
I’ve given away too
much.

memorize such stylized dialogue,” said Ter Haar.
The play is approximately two and a half hours long
with intermission. Students
should keep in mind that
admission for the final
dress rehearsal, held on October 9, is free.

“We’re
incorporating
lots of physical comedy
and the women are getting
used to their corsets and the
men have to deal with coats
with tails. Be prepared for
a raucous theatrical experience!” said Ter Haar.
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New junior varsity coach no stranger to Dordt program

Sam Ekstrom
Staff Writer
Typically, collegiate athletes
move up the ladder from junior
varsity to varsity – not the other
way around.
Danae Geels is an exception.
The 2013 Dordt graduate and
four-year varsity volleyball standout returned to coach the program’s JV squad this season. As
Geels frankly admits, it wasn’t a
role she ever anticipated having.
“I guess I’d never really considered it,” said Geels. “[Coach
Hanson] called me one random
day this summer and just asked if
I had decided on anything yet, and
I said ‘Nope.’”
Geels, an education major, was
still in limbo about her future
plans as the new school year approached. Dordt volleyball coach
Chad Hanson, having known
Geels for two years, thought she
would be perfect as a mentor for
the young athletes.
“She is able to connect and
relate very well with these student-athletes,” said Hanson. “She
understands what they are experiencing and possibly what they

might be thinking at different
times.”
It helps that Geels, 22, has been
in the same position as many of
the 18, 19 and 20-year-olds that
she coaches. Geels began her
Dordt volleyball career at the JV
level without any certainty she’d
continue.
A mid-season varsity call-up in
2009 helped Geels’ cause, but the
strong mentorship she had along
the way solidified her love of the
sport.
Four years later, she gets the
chance to reciprocate.
“I see this as any other kind of
ministry,” said Geels. “I just want
to be able to pour into these girls
and invest in their lives and make
them feel special for the season.”
Freshman Hope Kramer is thoroughly enjoying her time under
the new junior varsity coach.
“She genuinely cares about us
and is a ton of fun to play for,”
said Kramer. “She knows how
to get us to compete in positive
ways, and I am so thankful to get
to play with her as my coach.”
Geels defines herself as “chill,”
never the most intense person
on the court. She encourages her
team to have fun.
“If you’re not having fun, then
what’s the point of playing?” she
asked.
Geels’ opponents over the previous four years may not have had
much fun dealing with her on the
front line.
During her four years at Dordt,
the 6-foot-1 Geels hammered over
1,100 kills. Her team-leading 331
attacks last season helped the Defenders finish 11-5 in conference
play.
As Hanson explained, her athleticism on the court is tough to
replace.
“Danae played with a free spirit

on the court. She was instinctive
at finding an offensive opportunity to score. She is also very athletic and a tremendous jumper,”
Hanson said.
Former teammate and current
senior Lindsey Floen points out
Geels’ intangible strengths.
“[Danae] led on the court by her
actions, and she always seemed
determined to do her best,” said
Floen. “She was a great spiritual
leader on and off the court.”
Now leading as a coach, Geels
gets to pass on the knowledge she
gleaned from 129 varsity matches
played.
“She definitely knows her
stuff,” said Kramer. “I have
learned so much from her already

this season, and I’m excited to
keep learning more.
“Danae is a great listener,” said
Floen. “I think that is a necessary
quality when you are a coach.”
Geels never planned on coaching volleyball, nor does she necessarily plan to pursue it further.
The Sheldon, Iowa-native is still
considering a future in education
as she substitute teaches part-time
in local schools.
But if her young team keeps up
its current pace, Coach Hanson
may want to remove the “interim”
label from Geels’ name. The JV
team is 7-2 through nine contests.
“Coach keeps cracking jokes
that he’s going to extend my contract,” said Geels.

Danae goes in for one of her 1,100+ kills in Contributed Photo
a match against Northwestern College her
senior year.

Cross country teams receiving national attention
Christian Zylstra
Staff Writer
Improvement is all a coach can
ever ask for. With the Dordt men’s and
women’s cross country teams, head
coach Greg Van Dyke sees just that.
“Our goal is to keep progressing as
the season continues,” said Coach Van
Dyke.
The men’s and women’s squads
have already shown improvements in
their first two meets.
Dordt’s first meet of the season was
the Augustana Invitational, a twilight
meet in Sioux Falls, S.D. The women’s
team finished 19th out of 34 teams
while the men finished fifth out of 19.
On Saturday, Sept. 21, Dordt traveled down to Lincoln, Neb., to “run
with the big boys” at the Woody
Greeno Invitational. Schools from all
over the Midwest competed, including
teams from NCAA Division I, Division
II, Division III and NAIA.
The Woody Greeno has always been
classified as a tough meet, making it
common for runners, especially from
smaller schools, to struggle. However,
the Dordt Defenders did the opposite.
For the women’s team, senior Lau-

ren Opp led the way, helping the Defenders place third out of eighteen
teams in the Small College Division.
The women’s team benefited from
their ability to push and encourage one
another. Three women – junior Abby
De Vries, sophomore Kayla Byl and
freshman Jordyn Visscher – finished
within three seconds of each other.
As the season progresses, Van Dyke
expects individual athletes to improve,
especially the freshmen. He was very
pleased with the performance of one
runner from the women’s team.
“Kelsey Lewis, a freshman, [also]
stepped up and was our number five
runner after being our number nine runner at the first meet,” said Van Dyke.
The women were able to finish just
ahead of Doane College, Dordt’s biggest rival for the women’s GPAC title.
The men’s team also performed well,
finishing sixth. Junior Nathan Jackson
paced the Defenders with a 12th-place
individual finish, while freshman Nick
Vander Kooi came in 20th.
Seniors Chris Postma and Tim Bierma also turned in solid performances
and are expected to continue running
well. Freshman Hunter Weinert turned
in an exceptional performance as well,
finishing fifth out of all Dordt male

runners after missing the first meet
with an injury.
Both teams as a whole are expected
to continue making strides with each
passing meet.
“I know that the men’s and women’s
teams will continue to improve as the
season goes along,” Van Dyke said.
With only one week of rest after the
Woody Greeno, Dordt travels north for
another large meet at the University of
Minnesota.

“We are looking forward to racing
at the Roy Griak Invitational up in
Minneapolis [this] weekend. The athletes love the atmosphere of this race
as University of Minnesota is the host,
and they always put on a great race.
The competition level is always high
at this meet,” said Van Dyke.
As of Sept. 18, the women’s team
was ranked No. 7 in the NAIA, while
the men were receiving votes in the national poll.

Jordyn Visscher (front) and Renee Buikema
Contributed Photo
run at the Augustana Invite in Sioux Falls, SD
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Friend Indeed

Natalia Oloo
Columnist
Have you ever had that thrilling feeling about someone you
consider dear? Something deep
that has nothing to do with romantic attachments or any other
sort of complexities? That is
what real friendship should feel
like.
Friendship is defined as a relationship of mutual affection
between two or more people.
An urban dictionary described
friendship as something that is
much underrated in our society
today—something I found quite
disturbing.
In his book about friendship,
Hugh Black [2007] said that
friendship is being valued for
what there is in it, not for what
can be gotten out of it. From his
perspective, we can come to understand friendship in a different
light and firmly define the line
between friendship and acquaintances.
Black goes on to say that to
seek friendship for its utility is
as futile as to seek the end of a
rainbow for its bag of gold. A
true friend is always useful in
the highest sense; but we should
beware of thinking of our friends
as brother members of a mutualbenefit association, with its periodical demands and threats of
suspension for non-payment of
dues.
In The Faerie Queene, Edmund Spenser claims that some
of the most unforgettable friendships ever recorded include
“Hercules and Hylas, dear / True
Jonathan and David trusty tried /
Stout Theseus and Pirithöus his
fere / Pylades and Orestes by
his side / Mild Titus and Gesippus without pride / Damon and
Pythias, whom death could not
sever.”
The above passage demonstrates how real and beautiful
friendships can be--enough to
make great stories out of, as well
as stand the test of time.
Plato also makes friendship
the ideal of the state, where all
have common interests and mutual confidence. And apart from
its place of prominence in systems of thought, perhaps a finer
list of beautiful sayings about
friendship could be culled from
ancient writers than from modern. Classical mythology is also
full of instances of great friendship, which almost assumed the
place of a religion itself.
A recent World Happiness
Database study found that people
with close friendships are happier, but I choose to put emphasis
on the quality of the friendship
that makes it more real in nature
than its mere existence. Much
can be said about friendship but
the best is Proverbs 11:14, which
says that where there is no guidance, a people falls, but in an
abundance of counselors there is
safety.
Now just as iron sharpens
iron, and one man sharpens another, so I’m equally challenged
to do the same.
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Adventures in Nicaragua
I love a good story.
Give me something that is
deep and twisted and vivid, and
I will happily bid this world
adieu in favor of diving into a
different one for a few days.
I remember finding a book
like this when I was in a secondhand bookstore; I had been
wandering around for a while
when I pulled this massive
book off of a shelf. It had the
most beautiful cover, gold and
copper leaf imprinting the title
onto the soft canvas.
Hannah DeVries
Without a doubt I knew this Columnist
book would be well worth the
time it would take me to read and I work with the organizait; maybe even worth the hand- tion ETU, whose purpose is to
written price neatly penciled strengthen the community of a
onto the inside page. Opening neighborhood from the inside
the cover, I didn’t quite get the out – through its own members.
first impression I was hoping So far we have visited families
for.
on the outskirts of León, ChiIt wasn’t in English. Illus- nandega, and Somotillo. And
trations were interspersed be- each family has been an incredtween pages of poetry and short ibly unique experience.
stories, and I could understand
Our purpose is to visit these
none of it. I almost bought it families and record their stories
anyway, but time and money – who they are, how they are
are two things a college student involved in ETU, how ETU has
never seems to have a surplus impacted them and how they
of. Even for beautiful books have subsequently impacted
whose stories I knew had to be the community. The very first
amazing, but would never be house we visited was home
able to read.
to a woman and her mother,
This is what I feel when I who was sick with cancer. The
go into the field for my service meeting ended as we prayed
learning class here in Nicara- over these two women, and
gua. I and several other students

when we finished there wasn’t
a dry eye in the house.
A second member of ETU
we visited was a carpenter. As
we walked down the dirt road
to his house, person after person called out to him in recognition, even the kids, just getting off of school, were waving
at him as we went by. At his
house, he sat on a massive pile
of wood shavings while we
rested ourselves and our notebooks on the fruit of his labor.
At both places we talked
for at least an hour, exhausting our long list of questions
and filling pages of notes. And
I understood barely anything
of what was said. It may seem
odd for an English major to go
to a Spanish-speaking country
to study, and even stranger for
one to record and write the stories of these people.
But I think I have an advantage. I may feel useless when
it comes to trying to understand someone’s story, but everything is so much clearer to
me because I am not focused
solely on the language. It’s like
the book I found at that secondhand shop so long ago. Just because I couldn’t read the words,
doesn’t mean I couldn’t see
that the story itself was beautiful. And I hope the stories that
come out of this class do justice
to the people we meet.

Hi, we’re Kyle and Darin,
and we’re going to talk about
Los Angeles and stuff.

about you?
Kyle: Being here, and being
on this program (Los Angeles
Film Studies Center), I’ve
learned that there’s actually
quite a lot of Christians here,
and they all seem pretty close
to one another. They all want
to help each other out. It’s a
smaller community of Christian filmmakers and artists
within the larger community
of L.A.
Darin: There’s a ton of
people in the film industry
that you wouldn’t expect to
be Christians. We met Doug
Jones (Pan’s Labyrinth,
Hellboy), and he talked about
being a Christian actor here.
We also sat next to Link from
Youtube’s “Rhett and Link”
in church, which caught me
off guard. You just don’t
expect semi-famous people
to be sitting next to you in
church pews.
Kyle: One of our professors
served as an elder alongside
Tony Hale (Buster from
Arrested Development). So
things like that. You’d be
surprised who’s a part of the
Christian community in L.A.
It’s cool to see.
Darin: Agreed. Well, we
should probably wrap it up.
Thanks for reading everyone. Hope it wasn’t the train
wreck we think it is.
Kyle: It totally was.

We’re in L.A. Do You Care?

Darin: For you readers back
home, we just want to start
off by saying that we’re not
columnists. We’re terrible.
Kyle: It’s true. We agreed to
do this, only because we love
you.
Darin: Aww! Kyle! That’s
sweet.
Kyle: Yeah. I was just trying
to butter them up so they
don’t hate us after reading
this. So what should we talk
about?
Darin: Well…let’s start with
this: what’s the craziest thing
you’ve seen in L.A. so far?
Kyle: Well I don’t know if
this is the craziest thing I’ve
seen, but the other night I
was in Santa Monica with a
friend. We were going down
some stairs, and passed these
two people who were smoking… uh… “medicinal”
substances… anyways, as
we passed them, this skull
fell out of a blanket one of
the guys was carrying, and it
started to fall down the stairs.
So he went chasing after it
yelling “My skull! My skull!”
It was…odd.
Darin: I’ve seen some weird
things, too. I saw a guy riding
a bike carrying a bike. He
was my personal hero for the
day.
Kyle: He was everyone’s

Darin Lammers
and Kyle Dykema
Columnists
hero.
Darin: Also, I got cussed out
by a Black man for not knowing where the nearest Subway
was. He started following
me, calling me ****ing white
trash. I still don’t know where
the Subway is.
Kyle: You should probably
get on that.
Darin: Yeah I know…
Kyle: Everyone at Dordt’s
going to think the people in
L.A. are thugs and crazy glue
sniffers.
Darin: No, those are just the
most memorable people.
Kyle: True. But there are
other things we’ve noticed
that don’t just involve weird
people.
Darin: Yeah. On a more a
serious note, something I’ve
noticed is that the poor and
the rich are not isolated into
separate communities. Really
nice buildings and apartments
will neighbor trashy little
houses. It’s just something
that jumped out at me. What

Jeremy Jabber

Jeremy Vreeken
Columnist
What do you find yourself
doing on an average evening? Is
it homework? Is it video games?
Is it watching TV or movies? Is
it spending time on Facebook,
Instagram, Pinterest or some
equally meaningless social website? Is it Skyping someone back
home?
If you answered yes to one
or more of these questions, you
need to get out more. If the majority of your evenings are spent
indoors, then you should probably get outside. Like now! Or
at least when you’re done with
this paper.
We live in Iowa, and that
means that at this time of year,
the number of nice days is swiftly declining. But we also live on
a beautiful campus in a beautiful town; which means there is
still lots to do outside, even if it’s
just doing class reading outside
under a tree rather than indoors
under a fluorescent light. Hijack
some friends and go play some
Frisbee golf at Children’s Park,
or play a round of campus golf.
You could walk to The Fruited Plain and get a pumpkin
spice latte (I mean, come on,
who doesn’t love those?), or you
could even find someone special
and go on a “Dordt Walk” (For
you freshmen, you might try:
down through the prairie, past
the soccer fields, all the way to
Children’s Park, and back up 4th
Ave.) Just be sure to make your
intentions known at the beginning.
Whatever you choose to do,
just remember, you’d better do it
before all the leaves are gone off
the trees, because man-oh-man,
winter here can be rough (and
that’s coming from a Canadian!). Just because we had it easy
last year does not mean mother
nature will be so kind again.
Also, fall is probably when
Sioux Center is at its best; the
weather is much more agreeable,
the colors of the leaves are amazing and just make you want to be
outside, plus pumpkin spice everything is available! What’s not
to love? As they say, “Sweater
weather is better weather.” And
they’re rarely wrong.
So, instead of enjoying your
cramped, stinky, messy dorm,
or your annoying hall-mates, go
outside! Leave your car parked,
your laptop and cell phone in
your room, and just go. Take a
walk; it will clear your head and
add some nature to your day.
Until next time, thanks for
reading and have a great day!
Go ahead and pass this paper to
someone who hasn’t read it yet!
In the words of Ron Burgundy,
“You stay classy, Dordt College!”
~ Jeremy.
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Feature Photo: “The Clouds” of the B.J. Haan Auditorium by Rebekah Dykhuizen

Clarification
Part of the final quote in the story about Sam
Ashmore in the Thursday, Sept. 12, edition
of the Dordt Diamond was cut off. Here is
Ashmore’s full quote, “I want my legacy to be
a follower of Christ,” said Ashmore. “Someone
who loved Jesus, loved the Lord and caused
his teammates and his coaches to know the
Lord more.”
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